
 
 
 
 

These guidelines are meant to supplement 
the  
 
Rhode Island  
Conservation Development 
Manual: A Ten-Step Process 
for Planning and Design of 
Creative Development 
Projects 
 
by the DEM Sustainable Watersheds Office 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
The following design guidelines are intended to illustrate some  
basic open space preservation principles and to show plans 
from actual sites.   

 
 
 
 
 

How These Sketch Plans Evolved 
 

These conservation subdivision studies illustrate the design principles behind 
Pennsylvania’s statewide planning program Growing Greener:Conservation By Design. 
This program, created to help improve local development patterns, is a partnership 
between the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources; the 
Governor’s Center for Local Government Services; Natural Lands Trust, a regional land 
conservancy located in Media, Pennsylvania; and an advisory committee comprised of 
officials from state and local agencies including the Pennsylvania Environmental 
Council; The Pennsylvania State University Cooperative Extension, and other non-profits 
and the private sector. Since it’s inception in 1996, Natural Lands Trust staff and program 
partners have worked with communities to show them how to incorporate parks and 
conservation lands into the design of residential developments through a new generation 
of municipal open space plans, zoning standards and subdivision requirements. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The sketch plans and open space preservation guidelines are courtesy of the Natural Lands Trust: 
 
 
 

Natural Lands Trust 
1031 Palmers Mill Road 

Media, PA 19063 
tel: 610-353-5587 ~ fax: 610-353-0517 
info@natlands.org ~ www.natlands.org 

© Natural Lands Trust, Inc. 2002 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 


